Observer reports of smoking status: a replication.
Observer and self-reports of abstinence from smoking were compared at 2-, 7-, 14-, 30-, 90-, and 180-day follow-ups and with biochemical verification at 180-day follow-up in a study of 630 self-quitters. Observer reports were often not returned (25-65%), rarely refuted self-reported abstinence (< 1%), and were often discordant with biochemical results (32%). These results replicate a prior finding (Hughes, 1990) that observer verification of smoking status during a prospective study of cessation is not very helpful.